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1st John 4:13-21 (ESV) 

 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 

him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has 

for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 

him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day 

of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, 

but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 

fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone 

says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this 

commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 

Application question: Read v.13 and ask the group what does it mean to have the 

Holy Spirit living inside of them. Ask someone to talk about their live with the 

Holy Spirit and without the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Application question: Read v.14 and ask if someone in the group would like to 

share the last time they testified to someone about Jesus as the Savior of the 

world. 

 

Application question: In v.16 John says, “we have come to know and believe the 

love that God has for us.” Why is it so important to believe this? Why do you 

think so many Christians struggle with believing this? 

 

Application question: Have you ever doubted God’s love for you? How does 1 

John 4:17-18 encourage us during these times of doubt? 

 



 

Application question: Read vv. 19-21. What does someone’s lack of love for 

others say about them? Why do you think John is so tough on Believers who 

claim to love God but don’t love their brother or sister? 
 


