
Small Group Questions for “Oneness” Sunday, January 19,2020: 
 
Read this statement from the New Heights Discovery Manual Core Values: 
We Value All People 
We believe we are one human race. We are one blood, all created from one man, Adam. And 
we are saved by one blood – the blood of Jesus, the Son of God who gave His life to reconcile 
us to the Father – and to one another. Through our kingdom identities, ethnicities and cultures, 
we can see the creativity and unity of the triune God. (p. 23) 
 
Read John 17:1-26 in three sections: 

• John 17: 1-5 
• John 17: 6-19 
• John 17: 20-26 

 
1. As John records Jesus’ prayer in chapter 17, the first thing Jesus asks God to do is to 

“glorify him.” What does Jesus’ glory have to do with the world being made right? How 
can the world be made right with Jesus being glorified? 
 

2. How does Jesus’ death on the cross help us understand who God is, what God is like, 
and what God is calling us to be like? How is being religious or simple being moral 
different than being like Jesus?  

 
 

3. What does it mean to be “in the world but not of the world”? What is the difference 
between being “not of the world” and being “out of the world”? How do you need to 
grow personally, to be more in the world, to be less of the world, or both? 
 

4.  What does Jesus mean when he asks that we be sanctified? 
 

  
5. As followers of Jesus who are sanctified by his truth and in the world but not of the 

world, how can we be Christ’s instruments when it comes to issues like racial 
reconciliation? 
  

6. Describe an experience when it was clear to you that we – the church – are not one as 
Jesus prays we would be one. What would it take to make Jesus prayer come true at 
least at New Heights? How would you personally have to change? 
  

7. In what ways would you be different if you served other people the way Jesus did and 
calls us to serve them? What specific thing can you do this week to begin the process of 
growing in this part of your relationship with Jesus and his church? 
  

8. How does participating in the Lord’s Supper symbolize the oneness of the church? How 
can your group help each other regularly practice the oneness for which Jesus prayed? 

 


