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New Height’s Church 
The Gospel of Mark – “The Son” 

January 3rd, 2020 
Small Group Questions 

Mark 14:1-11 
 

Mark 14:1-11 (2011 NIV) 

14 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days 
away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest 
Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or the 
people may riot.” 

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the 
Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made 
of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this 
waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the 
money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly. 

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help 
them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she 
could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my 
burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the 
world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray 
Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him 
money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

Application question: Read Mark 14:1-11 as a group.  What immediately stands 
out to you?   
 
Application question: In Mark 14:1 the religious leaders want to arrest and kill 
Jesus. Why do you think they want to do this? 
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Application question: Read Mark 14:3. The woman (Mary sister of Martha) 
sacrificially gives all to Jesus. What does it mean to be broken and fully 
surrendered to the Lord? What would this look like in your life? 

 Application question: True love is always extravagant. In what extravagant ways 
are you demonstrating your commitment to Christ? What is God asking you to 
do that might be considered radical? 
 
Application question: Read Mark 14:4-5. Why do you think those present 
(besides Jesus) were indignant with Mary? Think of a time when you were 
criticized for what you were doing for God. How did that criticism make you 
feel? Did it affect your actions? 

Application question: Think of a time when you were the person criticizing what 
someone else was doing for God. What made you be so critical and outspoken 
toward the other person? 

Application question: On a scale of 1 to 5, 1 being not critical and 5 being very 
critical, where would you put yourself on this scale? Where would other people 
put you? What can we do to move ourselves down on this scale and prevent us 
from being so critical and become more encouraging to others instead? 

Application question: Read Mark 14:6-9. Describe how you think Mary’s face, 
posture, and thoughts would have changed from the time she heard the criticism 
to when Jesus praised her. 

Application question: When we love Jesus, we will love the little, the least and the 
lost. What is something you can do this week for one of these people? 

Application question: There is always a spiritual fragrance in the home and 
hearts where Jesus is loved and worshipped? How strong of a fragrance would 
your heart be giving off? Would it be a pleasant smell or a not so pleasant smell? 
Why? 

One last question for the rest of your week: 

What is another thing you will do this week in response to the sermon and group 
discussion? 
 

 


