
The Story of God
Chapter 11: Death & Resurrection
(The Passion)

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story
Review: God created a world of two realms (heaven and earth) and invited both humans and
spirit beings into His Royal Family to rule the world with Him. Instead, humanity joined spirit
beings in a great cosmic rebellion, fracturing the Family Kingdom and resulting in death and
exile, with humanity under the rule of evil spirits. God has promised a new human who will crush
the rebellion (and the original rebel) and restore what was lost, and we are waiting. God made a
new creation - a new people named Israel. He led them out of the nations and into a new
garden land. But the people repeated the sins of their ancestors, rebelling against God and
worshipping other spirit beings. And just as Adam and Eve’s rebellion ended with their
descendants in Babylon, so too this rebellion ended there. Some of God’s people have returned
to the promised land and are awaiting the promised Savior King, who will bring back the exiles,
restore all that has been lost, rule over all the nations, and crush the serpent’s head. A man
named Jesus appears, announcing that he is that long-awaited Promised One. He teaches with
the authority of God. He works miracles and sets people free from demons and disease. He
announces that the Kingdom of God has come and challenges people to follow Him. Many do,
but most of the Jerusalem elite (the religious and political leaders) reject his claims.

After the incident on the mountain where Jesus shows his closest friends that he is divine, he
begins teaching them that he must go to Jerusalem to die. Now the idea of a dying Savior King
is in the Hebrew scriptures and is even debated among groups looking forward to the coming of
Messiah, but Jesus’ followers struggle to understand what Jesus is talking about.

In the ancient world, when a new king rose to power, they would often have a series of
coronation events, not just one. And so it is with Jesus.

When Jesus gets to Jerusalem, he is paraded up into the city on a donkey with a large crowd
celebrating him, just like King Solomon was paraded into the city on a mule on his coronation
day. Jesus is the new and better Son of David, and this is his coronation celebration. (Zech 9
speaks of a humble Savior King riding on a donkey, a reference also connected to the Messianic
Psalm 45.)



Then Jesus enters the temple and takes charge there, clearing out the money changers. He
claims by both His words and His actions to be the one with authority over the temple - a true
Priest/King. He declares that He is King David’s lord, who is exalted by God to rule over all (Mat
22; Ps 110).

Then Jesus withdraws to an undisclosed house to celebrate the Passover feast with his closest
followers. The Passover meal celebrates God’s rescue of Israel from slavery in Egypt. The
blood of a lamb marked God’s people as the destroying angel spared them from the judgement
of death and set them free from slavery. Jesus takes this meal and turns it into something new:
a new marriage proposal between God and humanity marked by Jesus’ sacrifice of His own life
and body. His blood marks us and God’s people, and we are spared from death and rescued
from slavery to evil. This is the symbolic meal we celebrate together called “communion” or “the
Lord’s Supper.” Just as the gods of Egypt were judged and humiliated in the Exodus, so now the
gods of the nations are soon to be humiliated in a new rescue.

At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus did what Israel could not when he passed a test in the
wilderness. Now he must do what humanity could not and pass another test, this time in a
garden.

After celebrating the Passover meal, Jesus leads some of his followers into a garden to pray.
We are reminded of the first garden, where God walked with humanity. Jesus goes to this
garden to pass a test: will He trust in the Father’s wisdom or in His own? Many centuries before,
Adam and Eve had failed this test when they ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, choosing to define good and evil on their own terms. Now it’s Jesus’ turn. Three times he
talks with the Father about what to do. He knows the Father is asking him to give up his life for
humanity. He asks the Father for a different way, even sweating blood over the agony of the
choice. Yet ultimately, Jesus does what humanity did not: He submits his way to the Father,
saying “Not my will, but Yours.” Jesus passes the test as the new Adam, the seed of the woman.
He decides to trust the Father, even unto death.

Now in the garden, in the middle of the night, Jesus is betrayed by his friend, Judas, and
arrested by the temple soldiers. (Just as Joseph was betrayed by his brothers and suffered
greatly though he was innocent.) Jesus is put on trial before the Sanhedren (the Jewish
governing body), where he is convicted of blasphemy - specifically of claiming to be God when
you aren’t. The irony of this conviction is thick.

Blasphemy is a crime punishable by death, but the Jewish leaders know that the people love
Jesus, so they don’t want his blood on their hands. They take Jesus to the Roman governor,
Pilate, and change the charge from blasphemy to sedition. Pilate realizes what’s going on and
only goes along with it once he gets the Jewish leaders to pledge their ultimate loyalty to
Caesar. (The Jewish leaders have rejected both the Father and the Son.) Pilate releases to
them a prisoner named “Son of the Father” who was actually guilty of sedition, and sentences
Jesus, the innocent and  true Son of Father God, to death by crucifixion. Again, the irony is
thick.



Jesus’ execution is also, in a twisted way, a continuation of his royal coronation ceremonies. He
is given a crown of thorns and a royal robe, but is stripped of his clothes. The Roman soldiers
kneel before Him, saying “Hail, King of the Jews!” in mockery. After beating him, the soldiers
lead him outside the city gates to “the place of the skull” - reminding us of the promise of Gen
3:15 that a human one would one day crush the skull of the serpent.

Jesus is exalted up, not unto a throne, but onto a cross. A sign above it reads “This is Jesus,
King of the Jews.” His cross has become a throne, his death is his enthronement.

The cross, made of wood, reminds us of the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden. There, eating
from the fruit that God provided gave you eternal life. Now here, on this tree, God again offered
humanity eternal life, in the form of the blood of His Son.

Jesus is acting as the new Noah, offering a sacrifice for the world. He is acting as a new
Joseph, betrayed by his brothers and suffering greatly though he is innocent. He is acting as a
new Judah, offering his own life in exchange for others. He is acting as a new priest, offering a
better and perfect sacrifice - His own life.

Just as many strange signs occurred at Jesus’ birth, so too they happen at his death. A
mysterious darkness covers all the land, though it’s the middle of the day. Remember that the
heavens is the realm of the gods, and a darkness like this can only mean the death of a deity.
Then as Jesus yells out his final breath, a violent earthquake shakes the ground, splitting rocks
and busting open graves. Many dead people come out of their tombs and go through
Jerusalem. The giant curtain in the temple that blocks the way into the inner room where God’s
presence is supposed to dwell tears in two, from top to bottom, and the Roman centurion in
charge of Jesus’ execution, after witnessing these things, declares “Truly this was the Son of
God!”

Some of Jesus’ followers place his body in a tomb nearby and seal it with a large rolling stone.
The next day, Jewish leaders, afraid the body may be stolen, place a guard of soldiers around it.

Early Sunday morning, just before sunrise, another great earthquake strikes, and an angel
appears, scaring the guards so much they pass out. The angel rolls away the stone, goes inside
the tomb (which is now empty), and waits to deliver his good news.

Pretty soon, a few women who had been Jesus’ followers come to the tomb to put spices on his
dead body. Much to their surprise, the tomb is open and empty, except for the angel, who
joyfully tells them that Jesus “is not here, but has risen” just as he had told them he would do.

Jesus appears to his followers many times in different ways over the next 40 days, reaffirming
His victory over death and His love for them. He showed them from the Scriptures that it had
been necessary for him to suffer and die before defeating death and entering into His glory. In
the Bible (and many other cultures), death is often portrayed as a god, a spirit being that



devours life. Jesus entered into death to battle it, and rose from the grave in victory. In His death
and resurrection, He has put the rebel spirits, who so far have run things, to open shame,
triumphing over them (Col 2:15).

His disciples ask Him if He will now restore all things, and He tells them that it’s not yet time,
and in fact, only the Father knows when that time will come.

Finally, Jesus leads His followers out of Jerusalem to the next hill - the Mount of Olives where
the Promised One is said to one day defeat all evil forever. There he gives them some
instructions, (which we will look at next week), he blesses them, and then He ascends in a cloud
up into heaven, just like Daniel’s dream of the god-man who rides the clouds up into heaven to
sit on the divine throne and rule the world.

Jesus has been crowned as the God-Man, the Promised One who will rule the world. He passed
through death to gain victory over it. He is seated on His heavenly throne and all authority to
rule has been given to Him. Yet we are still waiting for the time when He will end the rebellion
and restore paradise.

So let’s review what we’ve been told throughout the story about the Promised One, Jesus.

The Promised One

Review
-He will be a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who will pass the test, crush the
serpent, undo the rebellion, and rule the world as priest/king.
-He will be a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring
God’s blessing to humanity.
-He will be a son of Abraham, displaying faith (loving loyalty) in YHWH and blessing the nations.
-He will be a son of Joseph, who, like Joseph, will be betrayed by his brothers and suffer greatly
though he is innocent, but will then be exalted to rescue and care for the people as a Shepherd
Rock. All the nations shall somehow become part of His family and he will be a mighty
conqueror who will rule the nations.
-He will be a son of Judah, who will offer his life in exchange for others, will crush the head of
his enemy (the serpent), and will rule over the nations.
-He will be a prophet like Moses, working signs and wonders, and rescuing the people from
slavery.
-He will be a second Joshua: a warrior who will lead the people victoriously into the promised
land. (Joshua was a son/descendent of Joseph through Ephriam)
-He will be a new and better faithful priest who will do what is on God’s heart and mind.
-He will be a son of David, who will have the power to drive away evil spirits.
-He will be an anointed son of David and son of God who will be a new priest/king - He will build
a new temple and will rule on his throne forever over all the nations - an eternal Kingdom.
-He will come from Bethlehem, but also come from “of old” (He’ll be divine.)



-He will rule from a new Jerusalem, which will become the new Eden.
-He will be both human and divine: the Cloud-Rider and the Son of Man
- He will share His Kingdom with His faithful holy ones
- He will judge and destroy all evil.
- All the nations will be invited into His Kingdom and His Family.

Application & False Stories:

Lie: God doesn’t care about me, and if He even notices me at all, He certainly doesn’t love me.
Truth: God loves you so much that He sent His Son to die in your place, conquer death, and
offer you a way to be part of His Royal Family. God became one with humanity so that we could
become one with Him.
Lie: I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.
Truth: God has declared His Son to be the King of the Universe.
Lie: In the end, all I have to look forward to is death. I can’t overcome it.
Truth: Jesus has gone through death to conquer it, and He offers us His victory - to pass
through death into eternal life with Him.
Lie: I can’t get over XYZ issue or gain victory or freedom over XYZ struggle.
Truth: Jesus has already been given the throne, and ALL things and beings are under His rule.
He has the authority over all, and you can find victory and freedom through Him.

Resources:

VIDEO: Jesus the Royal Priest
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/jesus-the-royal-priest/

VIDEO: The New Humanity
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-humanity/

VIDEO: The Tree of Life
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/tree-of-life/

VIDEO: The Messiah
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/messiah/

VIDEO: The Son of Man
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/son-of-man/

VIDEO: The Test
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-test/

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/jesus-the-royal-priest/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-humanity/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/tree-of-life/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/messiah/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/son-of-man/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-test/


VIDEO: Sacrifice and Atonement
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/sacrifice-and-atonement/

The Drama of Scripture pg 167-182

The Unseen Realm, pg 288-295

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/sacrifice-and-atonement/

