
The Story of God
Chapter 13: Living As Kingdom Family
(Epistles)

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story
Review: God created a world of two realms (heaven and earth) and invited both humans and
spirit beings into His Royal Family to rule the world with Him. Instead, humanity joined spirit
beings in a great cosmic rebellion, fracturing the Family Kingdom and resulting in death and
exile, with humanity under the rule of evil spirits. God promised a new human who would crush
the rebellion (and the original rebel) and restore what was lost, both for the nation of Israel and
for all humanity. God himself became that new human in Jesus, who, through his own death and
resurrection, defeated death and was inaugurated as the King over the two realms.

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he appears to his followers and commissions them as his
Kingdom representatives to spread the news of the Kingdom: that there’s a new King and that
He wants the people of the nations to be part of His family again! They share that message and
people from all over the world begin joining God’s Royal Family.

In any earthly family, there are ways things work, house rules, if you will. So too in God’s family.
When someone new enters the family, they have to learn how to be part of the family. People
who were complete strangers to God are suddenly adopted into this new family, and they need
to learn how to live in their new identity and act like God’s children. YWHW is a very different
Father than the pagan gods of the nations, and His house rules (the way His family operates
and conducts itself) are very different as well. In the past, becoming God’s children meant
becoming Jewish - adopting a national identity with a clear set of practices. Now that God is
inviting all the nations into His family, that’s no longer the case. The apostles and the early
church must wrestle with what it now looks like to be God’s children - what are the house rules?

Paul and other apostles write letters to these new family members reminding them of their new
identity as sons and daughters of the Most High God, and instructing them on what it means to
be in this family and how to act as a family member. These letters compose much of the New
Testament.

They address how we relate to God: what it means to have faith, how we should show our
allegiance to Jesus, and how to walk with His Spirit in us. We are now new creatures with new



hearts where God’s Spirit can dwell. We can approach God differently than our former spiritual
rulers - we can come into His throne room with confidence and boldness, knowing that He loves
us as His children. We are to pray to Him in the Spirit on all occasions about anything and
everything, trusting that He hears us and will act for our good. We show our allegiance to Jesus
by remembering His suffering, death, and resurrection through a meal together, and by living out
His example of sacrificial love.

Much of their writing also deals with how human family members relate to each other in God’s
Royal Family. Unity is really important in God’s Royal Family. We are to forgive each other,
practice hospitality, carry each others’ burdens, pray for one another, take care of each other
(especially those in need), and encourage each other. We are to try to imitate Jesus in our
actions toward others - giving up our own desires in order to serve. Worldly status, power, and
wealth mean nothing in God’s Royal Family. Instead, those who serve the most actually have
the most honor. In God’s Royal Family we all have a special and unique role given to us by the
Spirit, so how we serve each other will look different, but it should all flow out of love.

The apostles also remind us that we are living in an in-between time, much like the Jews during
the Babylonian exile. The Promised Rescuer King has come, He has even defeated death, but
then He left. He hasn’t yet restored all things or placed everything under His rule. We are left
with a promise of His return in a world that is hostile to His reign. Our allegiance is to a different
King than the world around us, and we are called to remain loyal to Him while we wait for His
return and the restoration of all things. Indeed, it is critical for us to remain loyal - our own
rescue depends on it. Our lives will look different because we are citizens of the heavenly realm.
We will be misunderstood and mistreated, but our response should be the same as Jesus’ - to
love those who hate us.

The former spirit rulers of this world have been stripped of their authority, but they haven’t yet
been punished for their rebellion. (In the NT letters, these spirits are often called “powers and
authorities.”) They know their time is short, and they can only stall the inevitable through fear
and deception. They try to keep people from joining God’s Royal Family and from living lives of
allegiance to King Jesus. The apostles remind us that these spirit rulers are our true enemies,
not the humans who hate us. Jesus has given us spiritual weapons to fight and win spiritual
battles, and the apostles encourage us to remain faithful to the end, knowing that Jesus will
return to crush the rebel spirits and the rebellion.

Speaking of the King’s return, much of the apostle’s writings also focus here: on what Jesus’
return will mean for us and the world. His promised coming is what motivates us to live worthy
lives. It’s worth waiting for and placing our hope in, and it’s what we will look at in the next
chapter.

So let’s review what we’ve been told throughout the story about the Promised One, Jesus.

The Promised One



Review
-He is a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who passes the test, crushes the serpent,
undoes the rebellion, and rules the world as priest/king.
-He is a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring God’s
blessing to humanity.
-He is a son of Abraham, displaying faith (loving loyalty) in YHWH and blessing the nations.
-He is a son of Joseph, who, like Joseph, was betrayed by his brothers and suffered greatly
though he was innocent, but then was exalted to rescue and care for the people as a Shepherd
Rock. All the nations somehow become part of His family and he is a mighty conqueror who
rules the nations.
-He is son of Judah, who offers his life in exchange for others, crushes the head of his enemy
(the serpent), and rules over the nations.
-He is a prophet like Moses, working signs and wonders, and rescuing the people from slavery.
-He is a second Joshua: a warrior who leads the people victoriously into the promised land.
(Joshua was a son/descendent of Joseph through Ephriam)
-He is a new and better faithful priest who does what is on God’s heart and mind.
-He is a son of David, who has the power to drive away evil spirits.
-He is an anointed son of David and son of God who is a new priest/king - He builds a new
temple and rules on his throne forever over all the nations - an eternal Kingdom.
-He comes from Bethlehem, but also comes from “of old” (He’ll be divine.)
-He rules from a new Jerusalem, which becomes the new Eden.
-He is both human and divine: the Cloud-Rider and the Son of Man
- He shares His Kingdom with His faithful holy ones
- He judges and destroys all evil.
- All the nations are invited into His Kingdom and His Family.
- He commissions His followers to be His messengers, announcing the good news of His rule
and reign.
- He empowers His followers to complete their task by sending them the Holy Spirit to fill and
dwell in them.

Application & False Stories:

Lie: God doesn’t really care how I live my life as long as I believe He’s real.
Truth: We show our allegiance to King Jesus by obeying Him and living by the values He
modelled for us.
Lie: Ultimately, I’m alone in this world
Truth: Jesus is with us through His Spirit, and He has placed us in His Royal Family - we have
spiritual brothers and sisters.
Lie: I can never change or overcome X
Truth: Jesus already stripped the powers of their authority through His death and Resurrection.
He has given you His Spirit and all you need to become like Him and overcome.



Lie: I’ve been hurt by the church (or someone in it) so I have the right to leave.
Truth: As God’s Royal Family, we must forgive each other and strive for unity. We need each
other.

Resources:

VIDEO: NT Letters Historical Context
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-testament-letters-epistles-historical-context/

VIDEO: NT Letters Literary Context
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-testament-letters-literary-context/

VIDEO: The Story of the Bible (esp 2nd half)
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-story-of-the-bible/

VIDEO: NT Overview
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-testament-overview/

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-testament-letters-epistles-historical-context/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-testament-letters-literary-context/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-story-of-the-bible/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/new-testament-overview/

