
The Story of God
Chapter 1: In the Beginning
Genesis 1-2
Where did life come from and what is our purpose?

NOTE: This isn't about creation/evolution. Genesis 1-2 isn’t using a modern scientific lens, as if
someone had a video camera to document the events. Instead, this story fits within the Ancient
Near East culture (Egypt/Babylon/Canaan/etc.), using, adapting, and critiquing the creation
myths of those cultures to speak about why we exist. Gen 1 and 2 tell two different creation
accounts. The accounts don’t line up with each other chronologically, but that’s not the point.
They focus on different things: the first account focuses on God creating the cosmos: the realms
of heaven and earth. The second account focuses on God creating humanity. The story below
merges the two accounts. See Resources section for more.

Review
The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story

Before the beginning there was God.
God is the original and ultimate royal family: Father, Son, and Spirit. He/They existed before
anything else, and together He/They created all that exists. We see the Trinity even on the first
page of the story if we look carefully (more below).

Gen 1:1-3
In the beginning, God creates two realms: the heavens (spiritual world) and the earth (physical
world). He creates these realms out of a chaotic ocean abyss, through the power of His Spirit
and His spoken Word (Later in the story, God’s Word clearly becomes its own character - the
“Word of God”, and NT authors looked back at Genesis 1 and saw Jesus as the “Word”). (see
v2-3, Psalm 33:6, John 1, Col 1:15-17).

God begins His creation with a chaotic ocean abyss. It is wild and waste - unordered and
uninhabited. God easily tames, controls, and uses this chaotic ocean for His good creation. (In
contrast, the Babylonian god Marduk had an epic battle with the chaos ocean before he could
create the world. In the Egyptian creation account, their first god created himself out of the
chaos waters. In the Bible, God exists before and above the waters.)



God brings order/structure to each realm (day & night, land & sea, etc.) and fills each realm with
creatures - spirit beings in the spirit world (represented by the sun, moon, and stars) and
physical beings in the physical world (birds, fish, land animals, and humans).

The two realms, heaven and earth, are connected by the mountain garden temple of Eden (for
example, see Eze 28:14). Eden means 'delight' in Hebrew, and in the story it is pictured as a
manicured, walled palace garden, like what a king would have, on the top of a cosmic mountain
uniting heaven and earth. Life-giving rivers flow from this mountain to the far corners of the
world, and both physical and spiritual creatures inhabit the garden. The creation of the world is
pictured as God creating His own temple - the royal palace where He will live and rule from.
God's spirit family was there and participated - Job 38:4-7

God delighted in creating a royal family in both realms to wield power with Him. (Kind of like
King Arthur and the knights of the round table.) In the OT, the spirit beings given this privilege
are called "the sons of God." In the NT, sometimes they are called "the principalities and
powers."

Gen 2:7-8
God made humanity from mud (dust and spring water) outside the garden, then He brought
them into the royal garden and exalted them up into a special position within the Divine Royal
Family -- Psalm 8:3-5. This is unique in the ancient world - other cultures didn't have a place for
humanity in the home of their gods. In fact, humanity was often an afterthought. But in the Bible,
God chooses to exalt humanity.

Gen 1:26-27
Humanity is given the status of being the "image of God" (it's a status given us, not an ability we
possess). We are God's representatives on earth because He declares it so. God has Adam act
like him in naming the animals (a spoken deed mimicking God's speaking the world into
existence).

Not all of earth was Eden, and not all of Eden was the garden - it was only a small part. God
wanted the whole earth to be like His home. He could have made it that way from the start but
he chose to create human representatives (imagers) to do it for Him. The original task of
humanity was to make the rest of Earth like the garden of Eden. The way God rules over both
realms is with genuine assistance from His royal family (both heavenly and earthly). Though He
is in charge, He includes others in both decision making and executing His rule.

The first humans were named Adam and Eve. Adam means "humanity" and Eve means "life"
Adam is portrayed as God's son, humanity's first priest king, in the beginning of days. Adam and
Eve together, as man and woman, have a unique and special bond, as God creates Eve from
Adam’s side. The Bible makes a point of mentioning that at first in this relationship there was no
shame.



God gave humanity blessing, family/offspring, & rulership of the earth (rich relationship &
profound purpose). He gave Adam and Eve only a few commands: multiply (grow the family),
spread out and fill the land, conquer/rule over the other living beings, and don't eat the tree of
knowing good and not good (trust in God's wisdom, not your own). He gives humanity free
access to the Tree of Life, so that we can live forever in this divine home.

It’s worth noting that of the family that God makes, he makes the heavenly beings first (the older
brothers) and humanity last (the younger brothers). Yet he commissions the younger beings
(humanity) to rule over the creation. (Psalm 8) We’ll see throughout the story that often God will
exalt the younger over the older, or the last over the first, or the weak over the strong. This is
often also where we see conflict.

At the end of the creation account, God rests on the 7th day, symbolizing His coming to dwell
among His creation. God's home is now in Eden, the royal mountain garden, the place where
the two realms meet, and it's our original home too. God's creation of the world is the creation of
His temple palace, where He lives and rules from, and our original home.

God gives humanity:
-blessing
-family (be fruitful and multiply)
-rule over land
(included in all this is a place in His supernatural royal family)

Some Themes:
God brings order and life out of chaos and waste -this is one of the main messages of the Bible!
Chaos waters turned into life-giving spring and rivers for the world
Even in the beginning we see Father, Son, and Spirit working together
The mountain garden palace/temple - link between physical & spiritual - God's home (at the
connection between heaven & earth) and the place his council meets to direct the affairs of the
world. Unique in the ancient world stories is that YHWH has a place in His home for humanity -
He wants to be with us.
The abundant goodness of God toward us - humankind was created for intimate relationship
with God and given the privilege of leadership
The image of God - not an ability we do or earn, but a status God gives - to be God's
representative rulers, like the sons of God in the heavens

NT Conceptual Link
In the NT, Jesus is cast as the cosmic mountain of God, the place uniting heaven and earth
where God dwells. Incredibly, so are we! Believers, both individually and corporately as the



church, are the location of God's home - the place on earth where God lives and through which
He governs the world. Someday when all things are made new, there will be a new physical
Eden, but for now, we are the new creation. (already but not yet). The new Jerusalem in Rev is
pictured as a new garden of Eden.

False stories:
Lie: God has to fight for rule. He's not completely in control.
Truth: He is always in control of everything - even chaos and waste have always served Him.
Lie: Humanity has no real value or purpose. We are just mud.
Truth: though we were created from mud, God desires to exalt us into His royal family - making
us His image-bearers (representative co-rulers).
Lie: God doesn't care or desire our best.
Truth: He cares about us and desires to bless us abundantly (more than we could ask or
imagine).

Application
Life comes from God - He is the great Creator King over all creation (Trinity - Father, Son, and
Spirit all involved in creating, sustaining, and enjoying life.)
God is in control of chaos and darkness - they play their parts for Him and he brings order,
beauty, and life out of darkness and chaos (Rom 8:28). He did it in creation and we can trust
Him to do it with the chaos and darkness of our current world.
God is a family man who delights in sharing His authority and rule with others, both heavenly
and earthly beings. He wants to share it with us, if we choose to partner with Him.
God desires our best - rich relationship & profound purpose - He invites us to be His sons and
daughters, living in His royal house and ruling His Kingdom with Him.

Resources
Consider showing this one:
VIDEO: “Genesis 1” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/genesis-1/
Study notes from “Genesis 1” video: https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/372

VIDEO: “Royal Priests of Eden” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/priests-of-eden/
Study notes from “Royal Priests of Eden” video: https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/386

Egypt and Genesis 1-2 doc

The Drama of Scripture, pg 25-37

The Unseen Realm, chapters 3-7 (pg 23-55)

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/genesis-1/
https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/372
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/priests-of-eden/
https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/386
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1bPnG47C02gmMA7rORQxIWiM8pW8C1s2aPuGL__gK7ME/edit


Reading Moses, Seeing Jesus - Chapter 4: The Creation Mandate (pg 47-55)

Creation Series Podcasts by The Bible Project
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/creation-series/

Ancient Cosmology Series Podcasts by The Bible Project
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/ancient-cosmology/

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion

https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/creation-series/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/ancient-cosmology/

