
The Story of God
Chapter 2: Cosmic Rebellions
Genesis 3-11

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story

Review: God (Father, Son, & Spirit) created two realms: heaven and earth, filled both realms
with beings, and invited humans into His Royal Family to rule His creation with Him. God has
placed humanity in His manicured, walled garden of delight (Eden), to work and keep it. This
palace garden is on a mountain, the junction point between heaven and earth, and God lives
there with humanity.

At the center of the palace garden is the Tree of Eternal Life, which God gives to humanity to
eat and enjoy. We can live forever in this divine home. Next to it is the Tree of Knowing Good
and Evil. God has given mankind only a few specific instructions: grow your family, make the
rest of earth like this garden, exercise your rulership over the creatures of the earth, don't eat
from the Tree of Knowing Good and Evil (trust God to define what’s "good").

Adam (“humanity”) & Eve (“life”) - their story is OUR story

By placing the two trees in the center of the garden, God gives humanity a test of their loving
loyalty. Throughout the story we will find that God offers us His loyal love, and He desires our
loving loyalty in return.

Because the garden is the connection point between heaven and earth, and God's home where
He holds court, it's full of both earthly and heavenly beings. Eve meets one of these heavenly
beings called the serpent - NOT just a snake but a divine being (a divine throne guardian) (see
also Is 14, Eze 28). He is a "shining one" (a heavenly being) who "dispenses divine knowledge".
(The Hebrew for “serpent” in Gen 3 has those connotations connected to it.)

(Hebrew has a pun here, calling the serpent “shrewd” right after pointing out that the humans
were “nude.” The nude humans want to be shrewd too, but in the end they are only nude.)

Gen 3: 1-5 The serpent turns out to be an adversary to both God and humanity. He takes this
opportunity to both rebel from God and to trick humanity into joining him in this cosmic rebellion.
The serpent turns the test into a trap. (Interestingly, there is no hint in the Bible or any other



Jewish sources of a pre-creation rebellion. That idea doesn’t show up until Milton’s Paradise
Lost. This incident with the serpent and Eve is the first indication of the cosmic rebellion. Before
this, it was "very good." After this, the serpent is judged for deceiving humanity and is cast out of
the divine abode.)

The serpent offers Eve a way to become like the spirit beings - knowing good and evil. All she
has to do is rebel against God and eat the forbidden fruit.

Behind the serpent's deception of Eve is an attack on the loyal love of God. What the serpent is
really telling Eve is, "God is holding out on you and doesn't want you to be like Him. You need to
take matters into your own hands to achieve your destiny." His aim is to destroy humanity's trust
in God and to bring about their death. Remember that God has already shown His loyal love to
humanity by bringing them into His palace garden of delight - inviting them into His Royal
Family. They already had access to what the serpent was really offering, just not in the way he
offered it.

Though the Bible doesn’t ever come out and say exactly when and why the serpent became
evil, when ancient Jews reflected back on this account and the other stories in the Bible that hint
at it, they saw the serpent (the older brother: a heavenly being) despise humanity (the younger
brother: an earthly being) because of God's blessing. In his pride, the serpent refused to submit
to such a weak creature and instead tried to destroy it. This pattern of conflict between the older
and younger repeats with Cain and Able, Esau and Jacob, Leah's sons and Joseph,…

In the story, we see two patterns take shape now that are repeated multiple times later on.
These patterns are critical to understanding the storyline:

Pattern1: Gen 3:6 - See, Desire, Take (and Eat/consume) -- Eve is the first to follow this
pattern. She sees the fruit, desires what it can do for her, and takes and eats it. Then offers
some to Adam, who joins her in rebellion. We’ll see this pattern repeat over and over with
different characters throughout the Bible.

Pattern2: commands to subdue the land (including inhabitants), tricked/subdued instead,
disobedience, exile/destruction (in Babel/Babylon).
Adam is portrayed as God's son, the first human king/priest in the beginning of days, who fails
to conquer the land and rule over it. Instead, humanity is tricked and subdued by an inhabitant
of the land, losing their right to rule and their priesthood, and are cast into exile. (Rom 3:23)
Humanity then spirals further and further away from Eden and eventually ends up in Babel.

The rebellion breaks humanity's relationship and purpose, and their failure of faith leads to
death. Though they were promised divine knowledge of good and evil, when they rebel all they
end up knowing is their own nakedness and shame.



God's design was for both humans and spirit beings to work together with Him, not apart from
Him, to care for and rule the world. Adam & Eve's choice to join the rebellion and pursue
wisdom on their own leads to their exile and a downward spiral that ends in Babylon.

After Adam and Eve rebelled, God seeks after humanity and has compassion on them, even in
their rebellion. He provides for them in their nakedness and shame. However, both they and the
serpent must suffer the consequences of their rebellion and are all expelled from God’s royal
palace. They no longer have access to the Tree of Life. Now life will be challenging, and it will
be much harder for humanity to accomplish the things God created them to do.

How will this rebellion be dealt with? Will humanity ever return to God's home? Gen 3:15 - God
gives His answer not to Adam or Eve, but to the serpent - a threat/promise that someday a
descendant of Eve, a new human (the seed) would come to crush him. NT authors tell us God
has planned for Jesus to be the hero in the story from before the beginning (ex. 1 Pet 1:20).

However, Eve isn’t the only one who will have children. The serpent will have offspring too -
those who oppose God and the hero he has promised.

Both the serpent and the seed will receive a fatal wound. The serpent’s wound is definitely fatal
- his head will be crushed. The human’s wound is intended to be fatal (serpents bite your leg
when they want to kill you).
Interestingly, the new human will come from the woman, but his father is conspicuously not
identified. (In ancient culture you normally traced genealogy through the father.)

From here on out, we are waiting for the new human who will be the serpent crusher. Each time
we're introduced to a new character, we wonder, "Are they the promised one?" (John 11:3)

Adam and Eve have two sons. It would seem like one of them is destined to be the serpent
crusher, but we soon find out that's not the case.

Pattern1 repeats with Cain and sin(rebellion) - see, desire, take, consume - This time sin is the
one desiring, and Cain is charged with ruling over it, but just like his father Adam, he fails to rule
over the creature of sin (Pattern2). Sin rules over him, leading to death and exile. He kills his
brother Abel and is exiled even further from Eden. He isn't the new human. However, even in
the consequences of Cain's evil action, God has compassion on Cain and provides for him.

Humanity grows and expands, and so does the rebellion with it.

Pattern1 (see, desire, take) repeats again in Gen 6 with a story about the sons of God (spirit
beings). Some of the divine beings in God's Royal Family (called the "sons of God") leave their
home in heaven, descend to earth, and see, desire, and take human women in order to create
beings in their own image, giant semi-divine warrior kings who cause violence and destruction in
the world. It's a second rebellion, which magnifies the wickedness caused by the first. (Gen 3, 6,
and 11 are all joint human/spirit rebellions) (Ancient Jews looked at this event as being a major



reason why the world was so messed up. It was a twisting of the human/divine partnership into
something grotesque and anti-God. They believed these rebel sons of God taught humanity all
kinds of wickedness, including how to make weapons and the arts of war and seduction. Books
like 1 Enoch talk about this rebellion in detail, and the NT even mentions it a couple of times.
Though it sounds very strange to us, this story of semi-divine giant warrior kings is not unique to
the Bible. Other ancient cultures had similar stories - like the Greek Titans. These giants show
up again later in the story several times - the story of David and Goliath is one example.)

Over time the world becomes completely full of wickedness and violence, and it grieves God to
His heart. (Interestingly in all this rebellion, we don’t see God getting angry, only sad.) Instead of
ruling over and caring for the land, humanity is ruining the earth. In deep sadness, God decides
to destroy all living things and start over with one righteous man: Noah (Mr Rest) - Will he
reverse Adam's failures? Is he the new human (the seed)?

Gen 5:27 casts him in that light. Noah is called righteous, God speaks directly with Him, and
God brings animals to Noah just like Adam. But while Noah plays his part in building the boat,
God is the one who brings both the judgement and rescue/restoration. (Remember, we are
expecting a human rescuer.) God brings judgement on the wicked by de-creating the world back
into the chaos waters, but rescues Noah and his family and then recreates the world out of the
waters again. God’s Spirit is involved in this re-creation, hovering over the waters just like in
Genesis 1. Noah is now a new human and God gives him Adam's blessing and commission - a
revised version, but still including blessing, family (be fruitful and multiply) and rule over land
and the creatures in it.

Noah acts as a new priest who, through sacrifice, brings rest/comfort from the curse. God is
pleased with Noah’s offering and so promises never to destroy the world by flood again, giving
the rainbow as a sign of the promise.

However, Noah is also like Adam in his downfall: there’s an incident involving a garden/vineyard,
taking the fruit, an act involving shameful nakedness, and a pronouncement of a curse.
(Pattern1 & 2 mixed) Noah gets drunk on the wine he makes (I can’t blame him: probably
severe PTSD), and Ham takes the opportunity to try to usurp the rule of his father by sleeping
with Noah's wife (the Bible politely calls this “uncovering his nakedness” - see Lev 20:11 and
following for an explanation). Noah’s other sons put a stop to it, and Noah eventually finds out
about Ham’s treachery and pronounces a curse on the illegitimate child and that child’s future
offspring, the Canaanites. Ham, in trying to exalt himself, brings about the downfall of his
descendants. (Though Ham is the first to try to usurp his father's rule in this violent and graphic
way, he won't be the last.) Noah is not THE seed and humanity is still infected with wickedness.
The joint divine/human rebellion survived the flood. Rebellion continues to spread, not just
through Ham, but through all of Noah's descendants.

Noah's kids have kids who have kids and so on. They migrate down from the mountains and
settle all together in a plain, with Nimrod (whose name means "we shall rebel") as their leader.



He's a mighty man (a god-like warrior) and an animal slayer - definitely a spiritual seed of the
serpent.

The tower of Babel
See Deut 4:19-20, Deut 32:8-9 for Moses' insight into this event (see also Romans 1)
Humanity now tries to build their own mountain/garden/temple to unite heaven and earth and
restore their place in the cosmos. They don't trust God to restore things but instead try to take
matters into their own hands. Ironically, in God's eyes, their attempt is so small He has to
descend from heaven to even see it.

Because mankind still wouldn't submit to God, He now scatters them over all the land, giving
them many different languages. He disinherits them from His family, putting the rebel sons of
God (spirit beings) over them as their keepers. (This is why different nations worship different
gods.) In doing this, God is giving both humanity and the spirit sons of God what they desire,
even though it’s terrible for them. This is the low point in the story. Humanity is now completely
separated from God and each other, and ruled by spirit beings who abuse their power and treat
humanity as their pawns (the gods of the nations).

Humanity cannot restore what was lost by their own power and wisdom, but God's promise
remains, that one day a new human will crush the serpent, the rebellion, and restore all things.

The Promised One

We’ve learned a little bit about who the new human (the seed of Gen 3) will be.
-He will be a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who will pass the test, crush the
serpent, undo the rebellion, and rule the world as priest/king.
-He will be a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring
God’s blessing to humanity.

A few NT connections
1 Cor 15:21-22; Romans 5:12-19 -- Death has spread to all humanity through Adam’s rebellion,
but now through Jesus righteousness and life can spread to all humanity.

Rom 8:19, 23 - in Jesus, we will be revealed as the new “sons of God” - taking our place in the
Divine Royal Family and replacing the rebellious spirit beings.

1 Pet 3:18-22 compares Noah’s rescue to our baptism

2 Pet 2:4-9 - Peter references both the weird incident of Gen 6 with the rebel sons of God and
Noah’s flood to remind us that God knows how to judge the wicked and also rescue the godly.



Application & The False Story

The lie being the lie of the serpent: God is holding out on you, He doesn't want your best, or to
give you wisdom. He doesn't want you to be like Him.
Truth: God desires to make you like Him - one with Him, and bless you beyond measure.
Lie: Sin is just about disobeying arbitrary rules that don’t matter.
Truth: Actually, sin is a rebellion and rejection of God's relationship and purpose for us. We
replace what God desires for us with what we desire for ourselves.
Lie: Only I know what’s best for ME.
Truth: Apart from God, my wisdom is really folly. Only God knows what’s best for me.
Lie: We've got to take matters into our own hands - achieve and do things ourselves.
Truth: We can't restore ourselves. Repentance is turning away from trying to do it ourselves
and trusting God. The Spirit now empowers us to do the same thing as Jesus and pass the test
through His power. We must work with God, just like He originally intended.



Resources:

VIDEO: “The Test”
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-test/
Study notes from “The Test” video: https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/369

VIDEO: “The Satan and Demons”
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/satan-demons
Study notes from “The Satan and Demons” video: https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/324

The Unseen Realm (pg73-124)

The Drama of Scripture (pg 39-51)

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion

https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/369
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/satan-demons
https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/324

