
The Story of God
Chapter 4: Into the Wilderness
The Exodus & Wanderings (Exodus - Deut)

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story
Review: God created a world of two realms (heaven and earth) and invited both humans and
spirit beings into His Royal Family to rule the world with Him. Instead, humanity joined spirit
beings in a great cosmic rebellion, fracturing the Family Kingdom and resulting in death and
exile. God has promised a new human who will crush the rebellion (and the original rebel) and
restore what was lost, and we are waiting. The rebellion continues to the tragic point where God
disinherits humanity and the rebel sons of God (spirit beings), giving them to each other. How
will humanity ever recover? God starts by creating a new family out of a childless old couple,
and sending them to a land He promised to give them.

Genesis ends with God's people in a foreign land, being a blessing to them, just like Jesus had
promised Abraham. The book of Exodus opens and the tables have turned. Now the foreign
land and their gods have enslaved God's people. The new Pharaoh is a son of the serpent who
deals shrewdly (Ex 1:10) with the Israelites to enslave them. The situation mirrors what
happened to Abraham in Egypt (Israel's descent into Egypt mimics Abraham's: heavy famine,
male's lives threatened, captivity, plagues, expulsion because of the plagues, departure from
Egypt with great wealth)

The exodus is also cast as a de-creation/new creation event. Over the course of events, the
world of Egypt is thrown back into primordial/pre-creation chaos as its gods are overthrown. (Ex
12:12) Israel is like a new Adam (they are even called "God's son" Ex 4:22), created out of mud
outside the garden and then brought into it. The events of Mt Sinai are like God making a new
creation - a new humanity. (God comes to rest on the mountain on the 7th day, just like in
creation.)

We are introduced to a new character named Moses. Could he be the new human who will
crush the serpent? Moses is cast as a new Noah: as an infant he is rescued through the waters
in a miniature ark (like Noah) and grows up as Egyptian royalty, then as an adult he tries to
rescue the people on his own and has to flee Egypt. Moses has survived two attempts on his life
by Pharaoh. While in exile he meets Jesus in a burning bush on a mountain (the burning bush
reminds us of both Noah's altar and the tree of life). God tells Moses that He will rescue His



people from slavery in Egypt and that He is sending Moses to help accomplish the task. Could
Moses be the serpen- crusher? Moses is supposed to be a new priest/king, but he refuses this
special role from God five times, at which point we see God get angry for the first time in the
story. Because of Moses’ stubborn unwillingness, God splits the leadership role into two, giving
Moses' brother Aaron the priest role. He sends them both back to Egypt to lead the people out
of slavery.

When Moses and Aaron first assemble the people and tell them of God's rescue plan, they
believe and worship. (Ex 4:31).

Moses and Aaron then appear before Pharaoh to ask him to let the people go into the
wilderness and worship. Pharaoh refuses. His heart is hard, and even after he sees YHWH's
power he says no. God adds to the hardening of Pharaoh's heart in order to make him an object
lesson for the world.

God/Jesus makes a mockery of Pharaoh and all the Egyptian pantheon of gods in the plagues.
Pharaoh, as the son of Ra (the sun god) and a god himself, is in charge of maintaining order in
the Egyptian world, so that life and society can flourish. The 10 plagues link back to the 10 "And
God said" statements of Gen 1 and act as a reversal of those statements. Jesus is de-creating
the Egyptian cosmos in order to make a new cosmic order through Israel. Just as the world
began in darkness, so God plunges Egypt back into darkness.

Just as God protected Noah through the destruction of the flood, he now acts as a protector to
His people Israel, giving them the sign of the Passover meal and the blood of the lamb. The
word “passover” means "to protect and spare from harm". Everyone who puts the sign of the
blood of a lamb over their doorposts will be spared from the last and final plague: the death of
all firstborns. The NT says that Jesus is our passover/protection lamb - 1 Cor 5:7 -- He is also
the Destroyer Angel who executes judgement on the Egyptian gods.

Finally, after Egypt is destroyed and Pharaoh's own son is dead, Pharaoh sends the people of
Israel out of the land. The Egyptians give them lots of stuff and they leave with great wealth, just
like Abraham did. Next, God sets a trap for Pharaoh, causing Pharaoh to change his mind and
lead his army to try to stop the Israelites. They catch up to the people at the Red Sea, but Jesus
moves between the army and the people with a great cloud of darkness to seperate them and
keep the people safe. The people are scared and begin to lose faith, but Moses encourages
them (Ex 14:13-14).

Jesus takes the people through the chaos waters of the Red Sea - parting the waters just as he
did in Gen 1, and using a strong wind/Spirit - just like both the creation and flood accounts. Then
when the Egyptians try to follow, the waters collapse back in and completely destroy Pharaoh's
army.

After the Red Sea crossing, the people again believe and worship! (Ex 14:30-31) Moses sings a
song of praise to YHWH, the Divine Warrior, Jesus. It's worth remembering that we've been



looking for a new human to crush the serpent and restore humanity, but just like in the earlier
stories, God is the one who ends up doing the rescuing (more specifically, it's the Angel of
YHWH - Jesus).

However, Israel quickly fails to continue in belief/trust. On their journey to Mt Sinai (the mountain
of God, like Eden), they constantly complain. Even though they just experienced God’s rescue,
faith is surprisingly absent on this journey, yet God is patient and gracious with them. He
provides bread from heaven and water from a rock (both identified with Jesus in the NT).

At Mt Sinai, God tells Moses that faith (believing and loving loyalty) is what He wants from the
people. (Ex 19:4-9) Jesus calls Moses and 70 elders to feast with Him on the Mountain, like a
new Divine Ruling Family, replacing the rebellious sons of God. They are the new priest/kings
(Ex 19:6). God gives Moses a new contract binding Himself with the people, and He promises to
send Jesus ahead of them to guard them on the journey and bring them to the new promised
land (like Eden). (Ex 23:20) Later Biblical writers looked back at this and compared it to a
marriage ceremony and contract. (eg Jer 31:31-32)

God gives Moses instructions to make a portable divine house, like a new garden of Eden, so
that God can dwell in their midst and be with them always. This tabernacle is decorated like the
garden of Eden and laid out in a similar pattern. However, returning to Eden isn't as easy as just
building a tent. The people can't go all the way into this one, and it takes lots of work to keep it
clean enough for God to dwell there (that's what the sacrifices were about.) Hebrews 9:6-10 tells
us that the Holy Spirit set up the elaborate system of sacrifices to indicate that the way back to
Eden (the holy places) was still not open to humanity.

The people instantly fail in their priest/king role like Adam did before them. Even though they are
in front of the mountain of God, they rebel by making a golden calf and worshipping it. This
failure of faith (disloyalty & rebellion) now results in death (because of the law) for many of the
people. Back in Genesis, the descendants of Levi were cursed because of Levi's violence. Now
in this episode, however, they are the ones that remain loyal to YHWH, so He restores blessing
to them and makes them His priests. (God is looking for loyalty and wants to restore humanity,
just like the way He restores Levi here.)

God threatens to wipe out the people and start over again with Moses. Moses intercedes for the
people multiple times, at one point offering his own life in exchange for the people (just like
Judah did in his test with Joseph). Jesus relents and tells Moses that he will still give the people
the land, but that because of their treachery (disloyalty) He will no longer personally go with
them, but will send a lesser angel to be over them (not Jesus). Moses begs God to have
compassion, forgive the people, and continue to go with them, and God does. Jesus renews the
contract to take Israel as His inheritance. The point is that God is “compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in loyal love and faithfulness” - Ex 34:6-7, and also that God
responds when the righteous pray and intercede. (BTW, Ex 34:6-7 is the most quoted verse
within the Bible and the first time God explicitly tells us about His character.)



However, as the people leave Sinai and journey to the promised land, faith is again strikingly
absent. Again they grumble, complain, and rebel (just like on their journey to the mountain). This
time, each failure of faith leads to death and more laws/restraints. Yet God continues to have
compassion on them, provide for their needs, and lead them. It’s very much like a parent dealing
with a rebellious teenager who has to add more rules and restrictions because the child keeps
breaking trust. This pattern continues while God leads the people to the promised land. At one
point during this cycle, when Moses is especially fed up with them, he wishes that God would fill
all the people with His Spirit.

The people come to the edge of the new Eden (the land God promised them). They are given a
test (Pattern like Adam & Eve, Abraham, Joseph, Judah) - which set of spies will they trust?
Two spies, Joshua ("YHWH Saves") and Caleb (Royal tribe of Judah), encourage the people to
trust in YHWH's promise and not rebel. However, the people listen to the other spies and
choose fear and rebellion. Jesus has to physically appear before all the people and intervene
this time to save Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb and to stop the people's rebellion. The
consequences: they cannot enter the new Eden, and are cast back out into the wilderness to
wander and die (Pattern Adam and Eve). God will instead bring their children, along with the
faithful Joshua and Caleb, into the land. They stay in the wilderness approximately 40 years and
die there, though even now God continues to care for them and provide for their needs. God
wanted to give them a good land, but their lack of faith and rebellion kept them out (Deut 9:23).
Even Moses and Aaron, God's designated leader and priest, both do not get to enter the land
because of their lack of loving loyalty (faith/belief) - Num 20:12.  The people have a hard heart,
just like Pharaoh. (Neh 9:16-20 is a good summary)

God is looking for faith - loving loyalty to Him. That's what Abraham had, and God counted his
faith as righteousness. Here, in contrast, the people do not have faith, and because of that they
don't have righteousness either (Deut 9:4-6). The law does nothing to help the people have
faith, it just makes the consequences worse.

Moses prophecies that once the people get into the land, they will not be able to keep God's
law. They will be just like Adam and Eve again, will follow the rebellious ways of the inhabitants
in the land, will reject God, and will be cast out of the land into exile and death. (Deut 31:29) As
we continue in the story, we’ll see that’s exactly what happens.

Deuteronomy promises that a new prophet like Moses, who will work signs and wonders, will
someday come to rescue the people (18:15, 34:10-11). Moses promises a new and better
contract (law) - someday God will give people a new heart so that they CAN give Him their
loving loyalty (Deut 30:6).

Moses also prophecies that a descendant (a son) of Joseph will be greatly blessed by God,
become a sacrifice, and be transformed into a mighty conqueror who will rule the nations.



The promise of the serpent crusher who will restore what was lost is still alive, yet this section of
the story ends by telling us that even many years later, he still hasn't come yet. We are still
waiting.

The Promised One

We’ve learned more about who the new human (the seed of Gen 3) will be.
-REVIEW-
-He will be a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who will pass the test, crush the
serpent, undo the rebellion, and rule the world as priest/king.
-He will be a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring
God’s blessing to humanity.
-He will be a son of Abraham, displaying faith (loving loyalty) in YHWH and blessing the nations.
-He will be a son of Joseph, who, like Joseph, will be betrayed by his brothers and suffer greatly
though he is innocent, but will then be exalted to rescue and care for the people as a Shepherd
Rock. All the nations shall somehow become part of His family.
-He will be a son of Judah, who will offer his life in exchange for others, will crush the head of
his enemy (the serpent), and will rule over the nations.
-NEW-
-He will be a son of Joseph who will become a sacrifice and then be transformed into a mighty
conqueror who will rule the nations
-He will be a prophet like Moses, working signs and wonders, and rescuing the people from
slavery.

Major Themes:

YHWH is above all other gods - He acts to overcome the adversary and rebellion.
He is our Rescuer & Restorer - We see Father, Son, and Spirit all involved here, though Jesus
(as the Angel of YWHW) is most often directly present in both rescuing His people and judging
evil.
God wants our loving loyalty (faith) so that we can be part of His Divine Royal Family
We can't do it on our own. We need God to rescue us and restore us to Eden (which He wants
to do!). He wants to give us the same thing as Adam (and Noah and Abraham) - blessing,
family, and rule. We must stay dependent on Jesus. When we submit and trust in God,
relationship and purpose blossom the way He intends. When we try to do things on our own, it
leads to death. The failure of faith leads to death.

Application & False Stories:

Lie: We can't trust God. He doesn't have our best interest in mind.
God can't protect us from danger.



Truth: He leads us into and through darkness intentionally to bring us into life. See 1 Pet. God
can take care of evil and chaos while also rescuing His own people. (Just like the people in
Egypt and Joshua and Caleb in the wilderness.)
Lie: We've got to take matters into our own hands to succeed.
Truth: we've got to trust God's wisdom, not our own. God really does want us to be part of His
divine Royal Family. He really is the Highest, Strongest Being. He really does have our best in
mind. He really can take care of us.
Lie: God just wants me to obey a set of rules. If I try hard enough, I can do it.
Truth: God knows that apart from Jesus and the Spirit, you can’t do what’s right. He wants your
loving loyalty and for you to trust in His wisdom, and He offers you His loving loyalty in return.

Resources:

VIDEO: “The Law” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/law/

VIDEO: “Royal Priests of Eden” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/priests-of-eden/
Study notes from “Royal Priests of Eden” video: https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/386

VIDEO: “Moses and Aaron” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/moses-and-aaron/

VIDEO: “Exodus 34:6-7” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/character-of-god-exodus/

The Drama of Scripture pg 58-80

The Unseen Realm pg 149-178

Reading Moses, Seeing Jesus

The Law Series Podcasts by The Bible Project
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/the-law-series/

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/law/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/priests-of-eden/
https://bibleproject.com/view-resource/386
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/moses-and-aaron/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/character-of-god-exodus/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/the-law-series/


● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion


