
The Story of God
Chapter 5: The Promised Land
(Joshua - Judges)

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story
Review: God created a world of two realms (heaven and earth) and invited both humans and
spirit beings into His Royal Family to rule the world with Him. Instead, humanity joined spirit
beings in a great cosmic rebellion, fracturing the Family Kingdom and resulting in death and
exile. God has promised a new human who will crush the rebellion (and the original rebel) and
restore what was lost, and we are waiting. The rebellion continues to the tragic point where God
disinherits humanity and the rebel sons of God (spirit beings), giving them to each other. How
will humanity ever recover? God has made a new creation - a new people named Israel. He has
led them out of the nations and up to the edge of a new promised land, like a new garden of
Eden.

Before the people enter into the promised land, God sends them into the land next door, to the
East, to battle a few kings. These weren't ordinary kings, but were giants, connected to the
divine/human rebellions of Gen 3, 6, and 11. The second king, Og, lived in a mountainous
region called Bashan, which means "The land of the serpent" - conceptually, the gates of hell.
This battle wasn't just about people or land, it was about dealing with the divine rebellion. God
told the people not to be afraid and promised them victory. They trusted Him, and destroyed
these evil kingdoms, claiming the land as their own. They crushed the rulers of the land of the
serpent.

After this victory, God spoke through a foreign prophet named Balaam who encountered Jesus
and prophesied that in the last days, God would bring a new divine ruler from Israel who would
be the true serpent crusher and would reign as King over the nations.

However, even after this incredible victory, another rebellion quickly breaks out among God's
people (again they were led astray by women), and many of them start worshipping other gods.
Clearly, the serpent and his rebellion are far from being really defeated. However, one priest
takes decisive action to stop the rebellion by killing the worst human rebel and restoring the
people. (Num 25)



Moses then passes on his leadership role to Joshua ("YHWH saves"), who is filled with the
Spirit and will be like a shepherd to the people. (Num 27). Joshua is a descendant of Joseph
(remember the promise to Joseph of a descendant who would be a Shepherd Rock). The
names “Joshua” and “Jesus” in Hebrew are actually the same name. You could just as easily
call Joshua by the name “Jesus son of Joseph”. Earlier in his life, Joshua suffered great
humiliation when the people rejected his challenge to enter the promised land (the incident with
the 12 spies). Now though, God has exalted him as a mighty warrior to lead the people to
victory. In the NT, Jesus is cast as a second Joshua: the true son of Joseph who suffered greatly
but was later exalted as a mighty warrior and a strong shepherd, to care for His people and lead
them to eternal victory.

God tells the people that after they cross over the Jordan river and enter the land, they are to
drive out all the inhabitants. They are not to make any treaties with them or let any of them
remain in the land. In fact, the Bible casts many of the inhabitants of the land as being wicked
giants, descendants not from Noah, but from the rebellious sons of God in Gen 6 and continuing
in that cosmic rebellion. Wherever the giants were found, they were to be exterminated. God is
purging the land from that divine rebellion, so that His people can live in a new Eden with Him.
(On the topic of extermination, it's worth noting that the few times a rebel repents and
recognizes YHWH, they are not killed, but instead brought into relationship, often directly into
the family. It's also worth noting that not all the Canaanites were to be exterminated, but they
were to be driven out because of their own wickedness - Deut 9:4-5. The Canaanites were
literally conceived in rebellion - Gen 9 - and now even when they find out that YHWH has
conquered the gods of Egypt and proven He is the Most High, they refuse to surrender but
continue to rebel and fight against God and His people.)

Joshua now sends another group of spies into the land - this time only 2, like the faithful 2
before. They are helped by a Canaanite prostitute named Rahab who shows loyalty to YHWH.
The spies this time give a good report.

The people come to the Jordan river, which is at full-on flood stage, and just like at the Red Sea,
God goes before them and parts the flooding waters so that they can walk through on dry
ground. (Chaos waters are easily controlled by God.) The people are then circumcised as a sign
of God's covenant with them, and they celebrate a Passover feast, remembering God's
protection and rescue from slavery in Egypt.

Jesus appears to Joshua in a way that reminds us of His appearance to Abraham, Jacob, and
Moses. Jesus is the Commander of YHWH's army, and these upcoming battles aren't really
about just human rebels. Jesus gives Joshua the battle plans for Jericho, which oddly involve a
lot of marching in silence. Joshua and the people trust in the Lord and execute the plan, God
tears down the walls, and the people storm into the city and finish the job. Rahab and her family,
because of their loyalty to God, are spared (rescued, passed over) from the destruction, and
adopted into the family.



However, not all God’s people remain loyal to God. A man named Achan saw some treasure
that he wasn't supposed to take (off limits, like the tree of the knowledge of good and evil). Just
like Eve, he saw, desired, and took it. Then he hid it (like Adam and Eve hiding from God in the
garden). His actions resulted in other people’s death - God’s people are defeated and humiliated
in the next battle. God reveals the rebellion of Achan to Joshua and Achan and his family die
because of his disobedience. After his rebellion is dealt with, God reassures Joshua to not be
afraid but move forward in battle, and God gives Joshua the victory.

The people pledge their loyalty to YHWH anew and have continued victories, getting rid of many
of the wicked giant clans. But just like Eve, they are tricked by an inhabitant in the land. They
make an agreement with the shrewd (like the serpent) Gibeonites because they fail to ask for
God's wisdom. Interestingly, none of the other city states tried to make peace with Israel. God
hardened their hearts (like Pharaoh) so that they would be destroyed. (Josh 11:19-20). Also
interestingly, while the Gibeonites are cursed for their deceit (like the serpent), they are also
brought into close relationship with God’s people (and therefore God) and are rescued from
destruction in a later battle.

While Joshua and his generation had great success, they didn't conquer the whole land nor did
they drive out all the inhabitants, neither East nor West of the Jordan. Some giants remained in
the land too.

Before Joshua's death, he brought the people together at Shechem, where Jesus had appeared
to Abraham and promised to give the land to his descendants. Joshua reminded the people of
God's loving loyalty - how He had always been faithful to them, and he challenged the people to
remain loyal in their love for YHWH alone, and they did so, for a generation. After Joshua’s
death, no one is appointed in his place to lead the people. Instead, the people “abandoned the
LORD, the God of their fathers…. They went after other gods from among the gods of the
peoples who were around them, and they bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD
to anger.” (Judg 2:12-13)

The book of Judges begins with an episode very reminiscent of the garden of Eden after the
rebellion. Judges 2:1-3 - Jesus walks through the land to His house (Bethel), where He asks the
people the same question He asked Eve - "What have you done?" The people had failed the
test of loyalty: they had made a covenant with inhabitants in the land and had failed to tear
down the altars of their gods (in other words, they began worshipping those lesser gods), and
because of that, God has to dish out the consequences. Now He will not be with them in battle
to drive out the inhabitants in the land, and instead of being a test, the nations will become like a
trap. Basically, Jesus will no longer fight for the people: He's out. They again failed the loyalty
test so they must suffer the consequences.

Thus begins the sin cycle of Judges.  The people join the cosmic rebellion and worship other
gods, then are ruled over by those gods and the peoples of those gods, who abuse them.
Eventually they cry out to YHWH for rescue. Even though they've rebelled, He has compassion
on them and raises up a human called a judge to bring temporary deliverance and rest until the



people rebel again. Rinse and repeat. Different judges in different parts of the land, but always
the same result: short-lived loyalty ending in rebellion. When one tribe is oppressed, we would
expect the other Israelite tribes from different parts of the land to rally to their aid, but this rarely
happens. Instead, we see distrust, infighting, and even civil war break out among the Israelite
tribes. Not only are they being oppressed by other people and their gods, they are oppressing
each other! Though God does raise up humans to act as deliverers, most are pretty messed up
and none comes close to fulfilling the promise of the serpent crusher who will rule the nations.
The Edenic promise of this new land is never realized, the people are never fully loyal to YHWH,
and life is chaos and waste, with everyone doing what is right in their own eyes (instead of
pursuing God’s wisdom) - Judges 21:25. Loving loyalty to YHWH's wisdom is nowhere to be
seen, yet God's compassion is not exhausted. Neh 9:22-31 is a good summary.

The people were sent into the promised land to conquer and rule over it, but instead they were
conquered and ruled over, just like their father Adam. Not only that, but their priests are mostly
wicked and corrupt. The very ones who should be leading the people in worship of YHWH are
rebelling against Him. God declares that He will end the levitical priesthood and promises to one
day raise up “a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I
will build him a sure house.” 1 Sam 2:35

In what might be the most tragic event of this time, the Israelites take the ark of the covenant
into battle against the Philistines, using it like a good-luck charm. (The ark was a box that acted
like a footstool for Jesus in the most holy place of the tabernacle. Jesus would appear above it
to the high priest.) The Philistines won that battle, captured the ark, and killed the priests. They
took the ark into the temple of one of their gods, Dagon and set it next to Dagon’s idol statue.
Now, not only are the people ruled over by other nations, but they’ve lost their connection to
their God!

However, not all hope is lost. In the middle of the night, Jesus knocks down the statue of Dagon
face-first, so that it appears like Dagon is bowing down before Him. In the morning when the
priests of Dagon discover this, they quickly put the statue back in its place. The next night, the
same thing happens, only this time Dagon’s head and hands are broken off! Jesus had
decapitated this idol. Not only that, but the Philistines in the area begin to have tumors on their
skin. They put two and two together and decide it is best to get rid of the ark of YHWH,
eventually sending it back to the Israelites.

God raises up one final judge, a boy named Samuel whom Jesus reveals himself to in visions.
“Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.” (1 Sam
3:19) Samuel challenges all Israel to return to the LORD with all their hearts and serve Him only,
and the people do! (1 Sam 67:3-4) God fights for the people and delivers them from oppression
by the Philistines.

The Promised One



We’ve learned more about who the new human (the seed of Gen 3) will be.
-REVIEW-
-He will be a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who will pass the test, crush the
serpent, undo the rebellion, and rule the world as priest/king.
-He will be a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring
God’s blessing to humanity.
-He will be a son of Abraham, displaying faith (loving loyalty) in YHWH and blessing the nations.
-He will be a son of Joseph, who, like Joseph, will be betrayed by his brothers and suffer greatly
though he is innocent, but will then be exalted to rescue and care for the people as a Shepherd
Rock. All the nations shall somehow become part of His family and he will be a mighty
conqueror who will rule the nations.
-He will be a son of Judah, who will offer his life in exchange for others, will crush the head of
his enemy (the serpent), and will rule over the nations.
-He will be a prophet like Moses, working signs and wonders, and rescuing the people from
slavery.
-NEW-
-He will be a second Joshua who will lead the people victoriously into the promised land.
-He will be a new faithful priest who will do what is on God’s heart and mind.

Application & False Stories:

Lie: My actions don’t really matter to God - He doesn’t care what I do.
Truth: God wants our loving loyalty (faith) expressed by our actions. He offers us His presence
and victory if we will just walk faithfully with Him.
Lie: I’m part of the church. That means I’m good with God.
Truth: Like Achan, being part of God’s people doesn’t mean that I can now do whatever I want.
I must trust Jesus with my actions and give Him my loving loyalty.
Lie: I’ve done too much bad stuff for God to love me. I’m unredeemable. God is out to get me.
Truth: Like Rahab, God wants to restore you into His Family if you will only commit your loving
loyalty to Him. Like the people of Israel, when you repent and return to Jesus, He will draw near
to you.

Resources:

VIDEO: “The Book of Joshua” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/joshua/

VIDEO: “The Book of Judges” https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/judges/

The Drama of Scripture pg 80-91

The Unseen Realm pg 183-217

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/joshua/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/judges/


Reading Moses, Seeing Jesus

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion


