
The Story of God
Chapter 8: The Exile
(Exile, Daniel, Esther, some Prophets)

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story
Review: God created a world of two realms (heaven and earth) and invited both humans and
spirit beings into His Royal Family to rule the world with Him. Instead, humanity joined spirit
beings in a great cosmic rebellion, fracturing the Family Kingdom and resulting in death and
exile, with humanity under the rule of evil spirits. God has promised a new human who will crush
the rebellion (and the original rebel) and restore what was lost, and we are waiting. God made a
new creation - a new people named Israel. He led them out of the nations and into a new
garden land. But the people repeated the sins of their ancestors, rebelling against God and
worshipping other spirit beings. Their wickedness literally fractured the kingdom in two: the
northern tribes of Israel and the southern tribe of Judah. And just as Adam and Eve’s rebellion
ended with their descendants in Babylon, so too this rebellion has ended there. The people
have been exiled from the promised land - the northern kingdom of Israel was hauled off to
Assyria and dispersed among the nations, seemingly lost for good, while the southern kingdom
of Judah was taken captive in Babylon.

All the way back in Deuteronomy, Moses had predicted that the people would end up here. The
dream of a new Eden in the Promised Land, with God dwelling in the midst of His people, is
long gone. Up until the exile, the Jewish prophets had been giving dire warnings to the people of
the coming destruction, urging them to repent. Now that their land has been destroyed and
they’ve become exiles, the prophetic message changes.

If the people repent now and turn back to God, what are they to do? Revolt against evil
Babylon? Isolate and insulate as much as possible into their own little communities? Or maybe
they just give up and become Babylonians. It seems like YHWH has abandoned them, so
maybe they should just worship the Babylonian gods now.

God, through the prophets, now gives messages of hope. He tells the people to settle down,
plant gardens (like mini-Edens), and seek the good of the cities where they’ve been taken to.
(Jer 29:4-7) Yet He also says that He hasn’t abandoned His people. He promises that the exile
will not be forever. He will eventually bring the people back to their land. The promises of the
coming Anointed One continue - God will send a Royal Rescuer who will restore the people,



rebuild the kingdom and the temple, and rule with righteousness and blessing over all the
nations.

In the meantime, the people have to learn how to live as foreigners and exiles, with a
dual-citizenship. How do they follow God’s instruction to bless the cities they live in and yet also
remain loyal to YHWH instead of the gods of those cities? This is the question they must wrestle
with and the question that the stories in Daniel and Esther address.

It’s worth noting that it seems like for many Jews, their exile becomes the thing that shakes
them into true repentance and turning back to YHWH. This is the time period when the final
structure and form of the Hebrew Scriptures really begins to come together.

Other Jews do not repent and are absorbed into the cultures around them, becoming part of the
nations. This is especially true of the Northern kingdom of Israel. It’s worth remembering here
the prophecy of Jacob to Joseph’s son Ephriam (the ruling tribe of Israel), that his descendants
would become the fullness of the nations. In other words, somehow the nations would become
part of Ephriam, and thereby part of God’s family. At this point, it looks like that prophecy has
been reversed. God has given up on Ephriam and scattered him into the nations. The prophets
tell us otherwise: somehow God will still restore both the northern kingdom of Israel and the
southern kingdom of Judah, uniting them again under the Promised One.

This idea of living as an exile is a major theme running throughout the entire story of the Bible,
both Old and New Testaments. It is not just the state of the Jews during this time period; it’s the
state of all humanity living on this side of Eden. It’s the state we live in today. Babylon is more
than just the evil kingdom ruling over the Jews. It has become a symbol of any kingdom or
system with values opposed to God. (That’s why it appears again in Revelation.) We all are
living in Babylon as exiles. Jesus declared that His mission was to end the exile, and the NT
Apostles urged new Christians to live with the mindset of foreigners and exiles as we wait in the
expectation of Christ’s return and the renewal.

After King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon destroyed Jerusalem, he brings some of the young men
from the royal family of Judah into his palace, to train them as royal Babylonian servants. A few
of these men are Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. The last three you may know better
by the Babylonian names they take on: Shadrach, Mishach, and Abednego. While these men
adopt much of the Babylonian culture (taking Babylonian names and dress, working in the
King’s court, etc.), there are times where they choose to draw the line and refuse to become like
Babylonians in ways they feel would be disloyal to YHWH. A couple of these stories have
become classics.

In one story, King Neb decides to build a huge statue of himself, apparently inspired by a dream
and totally missing the divine meaning of the dream which God had revealed to him through
Daniel. This giant statue is more than just a statue, it’s an idol representing King Neb as a god.
He gathers all his officials and servants together and commands that they all bow down and
worship this statue - a symbolic way of pledging their full allegiance to him. Shadrach, Mishach,



and Abednego refuse - their allegiance belongs to YHWH first, and they would rather die than
be disloyal to Him. This makes King Neb furious, so he commands that the three Jews be
thrown into a giant furnace - perhaps the very place this idol was created. As the king watches
their demise, he realizes that, in fact, they aren’t burned up. Instead, they are walking around in
the furnace just fine, and with them is a person who looks like a god! It’s the Angel of YWHW -
Jesus, to the rescue! (It’s extremely ironic that the real god didn’t come out of the idol-making
furnace with the giant statue, but instead is in the furnace with the Jews.) King Neb brings the
Jews out of the fire, gives them promotions, and makes an official decree recognizing their God.

In another story, Daniel is put in a similar situation. By this point, the Babylonian kingdom has
been conquered by the Persians, as foretold by YHWH, who is even in control of the rise and
fall of these evil empires. The Persians keep Daniel as one of their high-ranking officials. The
new king, Darius, thinks himself a god, so he issues a decree commanding everyone to worship
only him. Daniel maintains his loving loyalty to YWHW and is thrown into a den of hungry lions.
Much to the king’s surprise, Daniel is at peace with the lions (like the garden of Eden) because
the Angel of YWHW (Jesus) appears and rescues him. Darius responds like Neb did - he issues
an official proclamation praising Daniel’s God as the King above all gods.

The story of Esther shows us another example of Jews living in exile and working for the good
of their rulers, yet still taking a stand when they need to. A jewish girl, Esther, is chosen as the
next queen. Her uncle uncovers a plot to kill the king and saves his life. Later, Esther must make
a choice between confronting an evil plan to destroy God’s people, knowing that it may cost her
her life, or trying to hide in the foreign culture. She chooses to confront evil, risks her life, and in
the end God delivers both her and all His people.

At some point, possibly during the exile, the Jews began creating synagogues. These were
places where they would regularly gather together to listen to the Scriptures, pray, worship, and
study together. While they didn’t replace the temple, synagogues provided a focal point for the
Jewish community, especially in the midst of a foreign culture.

Now back to Daniel. Daniel is given several dreams from God about what’s happening in his
world and what will happen in years to come. These visions remind Daniel that though he is in
exile, God is still very much in control of things, working behind the scenes to bring about His
good plans.

In one dream, Daniel sees God’s divine council, with YHWH seated on His throne and other
spirit beings seated around Him. They debate and decide the fate of the evil kingdoms and
powers of the world. (The point: God is still firmly in control, even though from an earthly
perspective it appears as if evil kingdoms rule the world.) Suddenly a second being shows up. In
the dream, this second figure is clearly also God (the cloud-rider), yet looks like a human (a son
of man). This human YHWH is presented to the first YHWH, and the first YWHW gives the
second YHWH rulership over all the world and all its people for all time - a new Edenic Kingdom!
Later in the dream, the Edenic Kingdom is also given to the spirit beings (called “holy ones”)
who are loyal to YHWH. Hint: Jesus refers to himself as the cloud-rider and the son of man



(Matt 26:64). He is the second YHWH figure in the dream, who is both God and human. He is
the one whom the Father gives the authority to rule the world to. In the NT, Christians are called
the “holy ones” (often translated “saints”). Jesus makes us into the spirit beings who rule the
world with Him (see Rev 2:26; 3:21). God wants to partner with humanity to rule and grow
His Family Kingdom together. This was true in Eden and is still true in Exile.

In the meantime, though, God’s people must devote themselves to Him and wait….

Flash forward to the NT. 1 Peter is addressed to the exiles scattered throughout the world. Peter
saw Christians as exiles, even though they were living in their native lands. They, and we, are
exiles from our true home: the place where heaven and earth and one. And so we are called to
do the same things that Jeremiah called God’s people to: to do good, seek the welfare of the
cities we live in, pray for our leaders, pursue peace (1 Peter 2:11-17). The writer of Hebrews
saw all the characters of faith (Abraham, etc.) as exiles, awaiting a coming new city that was
truly their home (Heb 11:13).

The Promised One

We’ve learned more about who the new human (the seed of Gen 3) will be.
-REVIEW-
-He will be a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who will pass the test, crush the
serpent, undo the rebellion, and rule the world as priest/king.
-He will be a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring
God’s blessing to humanity.
-He will be a son of Abraham, displaying faith (loving loyalty) in YHWH and blessing the nations.
-He will be a son of Joseph, who, like Joseph, will be betrayed by his brothers and suffer greatly
though he is innocent, but will then be exalted to rescue and care for the people as a Shepherd
Rock. All the nations shall somehow become part of His family and he will be a mighty
conqueror who will rule the nations.
-He will be a son of Judah, who will offer his life in exchange for others, will crush the head of
his enemy (the serpent), and will rule over the nations.
-He will be a prophet like Moses, working signs and wonders, and rescuing the people from
slavery.
-He will be a second Joshua who will lead the people victoriously into the promised land.
-He will be a new faithful priest who will do what is on God’s heart and mind.
-He will be a son of David, who will have the power to drive away evil spirits.
-He will be an anointed son of David and son of God, who will be a new priest/king - who will
build a new temple and will rule on his throne forever over all the nations - an eternal Kingdom.
-He will come from Bethlehem, but also come from “of old” (He’ll be divine.)
-He will rule from a new Jerusalem, which will become the new Eden.
-NEW-
-He will be both human and divine: the Cloud-Rider and the Son of Man



- He will share His Kingdom with His faithful holy ones
- He will judge and destroy all evil.
- All the nations will be invited into His Kingdom and His Family
-The earlier promises are picked up and expanded upon.

Application & False Stories:

Lie: As they say: “When in Rome…” The culture I live in just is what it is and I can’t change that.
My only option is to just go with it. Taking a stand for Jesus would be pointless or worse, foolish.
Truth: We can be part of our culture without giving up our allegiance to Jesus. God is looking for
our loving loyalty, and gives us tests for us to show it. He will reward us if we remain loyal to
Him.
Lie: Our culture is so evil that it’s not worth being part of. My only option is to isolate.
Truth: We can have an influence on the culture and people around us. God places His followers
in certain positions for that reason - to show others that He is worthy of our loving loyalty.
Lie: God has either forgotten about me or doesn’t care. My situation is hopeless.
Truth: Even though a situation may appear hopeless, in reality, God is in control and His
promises to bless and restore you will come true. You must wait and trust.
Lie: Look at all the evil around us. God is obviously not totally in control.
Truth: God even uses evil empires for His own purposes, and will one day restore all things.

Resources:

VIDEO: The Exile
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exile/

VIDEO: The Way of the Exile
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-way-of-the-exile/

Podcast Series on Exile
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/exile-series/

The Drama of Scripture pg 110-114

The Unseen Realm, pg 249-263

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exile/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/the-way-of-the-exile/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series/exile-series/


● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom
● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion


