
The Story of God
Chapter 9: The Waiting
(Return - Intertestamental)

The story of the Bible is a story about the exaltation of the Son of God as the Hero and ultimate
King of the universe, who unites the realms of heaven and earth in Himself. Humanity plays a
part in this story: God wants our loving loyalty and offers His loyal love to us. He wants us to join
Him in partnership: to work together on this project called "the heavens and the earth."

The Story
Review: God created a world of two realms (heaven and earth) and invited both humans and
spirit beings into His Royal Family to rule the world with Him. Instead, humanity joined spirit
beings in a great cosmic rebellion, fracturing the Family Kingdom and resulting in death and
exile, with humanity under the rule of evil spirits. God has promised a new human who will crush
the rebellion (and the original rebel) and restore what was lost, and we are waiting. God made a
new creation - a new people named Israel. He led them out of the nations and into a new
garden land. But the people repeated the sins of their ancestors, rebelling against God and
worshipping other spirit beings. Their wickedness literally fractured the kingdom in two: the
northern tribes of Israel and the southern tribe of Judah. And just as Adam and Eve’s rebellion
ended with their descendants in Babylon, so too this rebellion has ended there. The people
have been exiled from the promised land - the northern kingdom of Israel was hauled off to
Assyria and dispersed among the nations, seemingly lost for good, while the southern kingdom
of Judah was taken captive in Babylon, where they must learn how to live in loyal love to
YWHW while in an evil empire.

Babylon is suddenly and swiftly conquered and replaced by the Persian empire. One of the
Persian kings, Cyrus, is moved by YHWH to send the Jews back to Israel to rebuild the temple
of YWHW there.

Some of the Jews choose to return to their homeland, but the majority choose to stay - it’s been
about 50 years since their exile began and they’ve settled down and made new lives for
themselves.

Those that choose to return do so in several stages, each with the blessing of their Persian
rulers and with resources provided for them from these foreign kings.

First, Zerubbabel and Jeshua lead a group of people to rebuild the temple. As they are working,
the people already living in the land offer to help, but Z and his crew chase them off, which turns
these excluded people into enemies who then oppose the construction. Eventually the temple is
finished (about 70 years after the 1st was destroyed), but it doesn’t measure up to Solomon’s



temple, and even worse, God’s Glory doesn’t descend from heaven to fill it. It’s a house for God,
but He’s definitely not home. While many of the people rejoiced at the completion of the temple,
the elders who had experienced Solomon’s temple wept in disappointment.

Then Ezra leads another group of people back to the land. Ezra is a scribe who’s dedicated his
life to studying God’s instruction, and He goes back to the land in order to teach the people how
to follow YHWH, hoping for revival. However, his story ends in disappointment too, with more
people excluded from the community and his frustration in the people’s lack of holiness.

Finally, Nehemiah, the cupbearer of the Persian king Artaxerxes, leads another group of exiles
back to the land to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem. He gets the walls built, but again
faces opposition and again people are excluded.

The prophets had foretold of a glorious new Jerusalem where all the nations would be invited
into the city and blessed, and where God would dwell with His people in peace. This rebuilding
project falls devastatingly short by every measure.

Nehemiah and Ezra lead the people in a revival - confessing their sin and pledging to follow
God’s instructions, but again the story ends in disappointment, with the people neglecting their
responsibilities, even in the priesthood.

While the people (at least some of them) are back in the land, the exile isn’t really over. Not only
are most of the tribes still scattered among the nations, those that returned are still ruled over by
a foreign nation, their hearts still aren’t capable of following God, and God isn’t dwelling in their
midst. In other words, they still need to be rescued and made new. The promise of a Rescuer
King who will bring back the exiles, restore all that has been lost, rule over all the nations, and
crush the serpent’s head is still there, and we are still waiting.

And waiting…. And waiting…

This is how the Old Testament ends - with an unfinished story.

When the Persian Empire is conquered by Alexander the Great in 331 BC, the Jews become
subject to Greece. Greek culture spreads so widely and has so much influence that the Jews
even translate their Scriptures into Greek - we call that translation the Septuagint.

After Alexander dies, his empire is split in two, with the land of Israel basically in the middle of
the war zone. The Jews suffer a lot during this period. One of their worst overlords, Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, claims to be God in the flesh, loots and pillages the temple and its treasures to fund
his wars, sets up an altar of Zeus in the temple, and sacrifices a pig on the altar. He forbids the
Jews from worshipping YHWH or doing anything that sets them apart from the Greeks.

This leads to revolt. A Jewish priest and his family organize a band of rebels in the desert. One
of the leaders is Judah “the Hammer”, and so the rebels become known as “the Hammerers” -



we know them as the Maccabeans. The Maccabeans achieve some stunning victories, ushering
in a time of independence for the Jews, and the anticipation that God will finally fulfill His
promises of the New Kingdom grows to almost fever-pitch.

However, in 63 BC, Rome conquers Israel, as they also do to much of the known world. Rome
rules by force and by fear, and while they are different from the Greeks in name, they adopt
much of the Greek culture (thus the greco-roman world). Rome appoints puppet kings and
governors to rule Israel on their behalf, and also controls the appointment of the high priests to
the Jerusalem temple. They establish a large military presence in Jerusalem.

The Jewish community is pretty fractured at this time. There are many groups with many
different opinions. We’ll go over a few of the largest groups.

Some Jews go along with Rome, seeking the political power that Rome can give them. This
characterizes the religious and political elite of Jerusalem - the Herods and the high priestly
families, the Sadducees, and many of the wealthy landowners. They do what they can to stay in
power and in control.

Other Jews rightly view the Jerusalem elite as hopelessly corrupt and wicked, so they do the
opposite - they isolate themselves in their own little communities, sometimes in the desert, and
some even set up a separate religious system. They see themselves as the true Israel, the sons
of light, awaiting God to deliver them and destroy evil. The Essenes and the Dead Sea Scroll
community are examples.

Still other Jews decide that what worked once for the Hammerers (the Maccabeans) would
surely work again. So they form bands of rebels and train to overthrow their Roman oppressors.
They are called Sicarii or Zealots.

Another group, and probably the largest, are the Pharisees. They follow in the tradition of Ezra
and Nehemiah, seeking to know and follow the Scriptures while living normal lives. They are the
moderates and have the respect of most of the Jewish people. Even within the Pharisees there
are different groups with different opinions and practices.

Most Jews are too poor to have the luxury to devote their lives to the ways of any of these
groups. Some try to live lives faithful to YHWH while others don’t.

The expectations of a coming Messiah continue to grow, with much debate and discussion
about the signs to look for. We’ve already seen many of these signs in the previous chapters.
The Essenes and the Dead Sea Scroll community in particular continue that discussion, though
they aren’t the only ones. They imagine that the Messiah will be a new Divine Melchizadek - a
heavenly priest king who will execute judgement on all wickedness and usher in the new
Kingdom of God. Many other Jewish writings during this time (often called the Pseudepigrapha)
also look forward to the coming Messiah, discussing the themes we’ve seen before, like a new
Joshua son of Joseph, who will die an atoning death at the hands of his enemies, yet rise again



to glory, conquer evil, and raise the righteous to new life. Some Jews even think there will be
multiple Messiah figures: a Messiah son of Joseph, a Messiah son of Levi, a Messiah son of
David, and Elijah - each one fulfilling part of the Messianic roles of king, priest, prophet, and
atoning sacrifice. One thing is for certain, the expectation for God to deliver His people and
restore all things is high.

So let’s review what we’ve been told in the story so far about the Promised One.

The Promised One

-He will be a new and better Adam, a descendant of Eve, who will pass the test, crush the
serpent, undo the rebellion, and rule the world as priest/king.
-He will be a new Noah, bringing rest to the world through his righteous sacrifice and restoring
God’s blessing to humanity.
-He will be a son of Abraham, displaying faith (loving loyalty) in YHWH and blessing the nations.
-He will be a son of Joseph, who, like Joseph, will be betrayed by his brothers and suffer greatly
though he is innocent, but will then be exalted to rescue and care for the people as a Shepherd
Rock. All the nations shall somehow become part of His family and he will be a mighty
conqueror who will rule the nations.
-He will be a son of Judah, who will offer his life in exchange for others, will crush the head of
his enemy (the serpent), and will rule over the nations.
-He will be a prophet like Moses, working signs and wonders, and rescuing the people from
slavery.
-He will be a second Joshua: a warrior who will lead the people victoriously into the promised
land. (Joshua was a son/descendent of Joseph through Ephriam)
-He will be a new and better faithful priest who will do what is on God’s heart and mind.
-He will be a son of David, who will have the power to drive away evil spirits.
-He will be an anointed son of David and son of God who will be a new priest/king - He will build
a new temple and will rule on his throne forever over all the nations - an eternal Kingdom.
-He will come from Bethlehem, but also come from “of old” (He’ll be divine.)
-He will rule from a new Jerusalem, which will become the new Eden.
-He will be both human and divine: the Cloud-Rider and the Son of Man
- He will share His Kingdom with His faithful holy ones
- He will judge and destroy all evil.
- All the nations will be invited into His Kingdom and His Family.

Application & False Stories:

Lie: With the right leader or the right motivation or the right resources we can make our own
heaven on earth.
Truth: Humanity can only be rescued and restored through Jesus. Without new hearts from Him
we will have mixed results at best. He is the way back to our home with God.



Lie: If I check the right boxes or do the right outward things then God will perform for me.
Truth: God desires to work with us, and He responds to hearts of loving loyalty, but not always
in the ways we are looking for.
Lie: God is holding out on me. He doesn't want me to be happy, that's why my life is a mess and
He hasn't answered my prayer. -or- since God hasn't answered my prayer yet, there must be
something wrong, either with me or with Him.
Truth: God's plans and timing are always perfect and His love toward us is unfailing. He gives
us opportunities to learn to trust - to patiently wait on Him in faith (loving loyalty).

Resources:

VIDEO: Ezra-Nehemiah
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/ezra-nehemiah/

Blog article:
https://bibleproject.com/blog/overlooked-ezra-nehemiah/

VIDEO: Hope
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/yakhal-hope/

The Drama of Scripture pg 114-134

The Unseen Realm, pg

Series Goals
● Evoke wonder & participation (a new supernatural lens)
● It's all about Jesus and His Family Kingdom (relationship and purpose)
● God's story over all other stories (confront lies)

Overarching Plot Focal Points
(each story connects to these)

● God wants to grow and share His Family Kingdom
● Humanity was created for rich relationship and profound purpose in the Family Kingdom
● A cosmic rebellion fractures the Family Kingdom
● God promises a hero to crush the adversary, rescue humanity, and restore the Family

Kingdom

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/ezra-nehemiah/
https://bibleproject.com/blog/overlooked-ezra-nehemiah/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/yakhal-hope/


● Humanity must choose between trusting God's promise or continuing in rebellion


